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si-li'i'Hnn  'if  a “ilc'  fnr  I In-  I.iiicnlii 
iniii'iiil  at  Wiishiii^'tiiii  is  ii  ijiU's 
II  wliicli  is  ri'Cfivin^'  uttriiiinii 
nu”lii)iil  till'  United  Stales. 
lU'K'"  lias  n|)|in>|iriuteil  liie  sum 
two  iiiillion  iliinars,  tlie  Inrj^e.sl 
• luiii  ever  nutli«iri/e<l  in  this 
iiiliy  for  sm-li  n luii  jiose,  iiml  has 
, ,iiiinted  a eiiiiiiiiittee.  known  as 
Die  Lineolii  Mi-moriitl  I'oniniissioii,  to  )'e|inrt  on  a siiit- 
uhle  iirvliiteeliival  de.siftii  for  Hie  menioriul,  as  well 
ns  a .siiilnlile  loeatioii.  This  eiimniissioii,  i'oiii|io.sei|  of 
1‘resident  Taft  (ns  eliairninii  | . Senator  Slielhy  .M. 
Cnlliiili,  Seniitor  (iemee  I'eahialy  Wetiiiove.  Senator 
ileriiinmlo  I).  Money.  Sjienker  <'liaiii|i  Ulnrk.  Ite|ire' 
seiitalive  Samuel  Walker  JfeUiill.  and  former  S[»enker 
•lose|ili  <!.  Cininoii,  u|i|ioiiited  an  art  eoiniiiission  eoin- 
iniltee  to  re|iorl  on  tlie  various  siiojro'.ted  -sites  and 
U|ion  an  areliiteet.  Tlie  art  eommittee  i.s  made  u|)  of 
1).  A.  ISiiriiliani.  Thomas  Ilaslin^s.  naiiiel  Fieiieli, 
I'harles  Moore,  and  I'rederiek  Law  Oliiisleml.  .fr. 

The  1‘olomae  Park  site  was  liist  oHieially  hronohl 
iiji  in  Pini.  when  (he  art  eommi.ssion,  eom|>o.sed  of 
praelically  (he  same  memhers  a.s  at  ]ire>ent,  )ive- 
sented  a report  to  Coiioress  advocatino  a General  iin 
|>roveinent  seheiiie  for  the  eajiital.  The  main  fealuie 
of  this  seheine  was  to  he  a great  mall  leading  from 
the  Uiijiitol  to  the  Potoinae.  On  either  side  of  this 
mall  would  he  government  huildiiigs,  with  tin*  Wash- 
ington Monument  in  tlie  nreliiteetnrnl  center,  t’lose 
to  the  Washington  nieinorial  needle,  between  it  and 
the  I’otoinae.  it  was  plunneil  to  ereet  a inuniiinenl  to 
hear  the  name  of  Idneolii.  memorial  to  Lineoln. 
if  jdaced  liere.  would  he  on  low  ground  and  unrier 
Hie  shadow  of  the  Washington  Monument.  Al- 
though a higher  and  more  ini|iortant  site  for  the  Lin- 
coin  Memorial  is  gi-nerally  de.sired  by  those  in  close 
toueli  with  the  situation,  the  Memorial  Commi.ssioii 
seems  to  he  inlluenced  to  a certain  extent  hy  the 
art  eonunissioii's  reeonimcmlatioii,  as  evideiicml  by 
the  piihlieiition  of  Mr.  Hiieon's  de.sign.s  alone. 

In  the  opinion  of  many  who  liave  given  dose  study 
to  (he  i|Uestioii.  Hie  eoii.siderutioii  of  the  Meridiaii 
Hill  and  (he  .'soldiers’  Home  sites  should  have 
lifst  |ilaee  in  tin-  deliherafions  of  the  I'lingiesskmal 
eonimissioii.  To  give  an  adcciuato  impression  of  wliiit 
these  two  sites  really  mean,  one  ran  scarcely  do  bet- 
ter Hian  quote  from  tlie  rc|iort  sulunitted  to  the 
Lineoln  Memorial  Uommission  liy  Mr.  .Iidin  H.  Po|ie. 

"The  eity  of  M'a.shington."  lie  says,  " lias  two  (loini- 
nating,  ever-iire.sciit  vital  features.  They  e.xpress  her 
purpo.se  and  our  ideals.  They  are  earried'  in  Hie  tnind.s 
of  all  men  and  me  a constant  educational  and  moral 
faetov  among  them.  Tliey  are  tlie  dome  of  Hie  t'apitcd 
and  the  mominieiit  to  tVn.shiiigton. 

■'  Klevation  lias  always  added  dignity,  grandeur, 
and  loftiness  of  purpose  to  beauty;  tlie  vital  element 
ill  these  two  moniiineiits  is  that  tliin-  rise  above  Uh. 
'J'he  (’apitid  is  on  an  elevation  eigtity%-iglil  feet  above 
Hie  Potoinae  and  its  dome  liegins  its  rise  one  hun- 
dred feet  oliove.  The  eie.st  of  Meridian  Hill  Inis  an 
elevation  of  one  liiiiidreil  am)  eighty-live  feet,  or  is 
iipprtiximatcly  one  linndred  feet  above  the  t'apitcd 
site.  The  crest  of  the  hill  on  the  axis  of  North  l'u|ii- 
Ini  Street  in  the  Soldiers'  Home  groiiiids  has  an 
elevation  of  two  hundred  and  ten  feet,  or  approximately 
one  hundred  and  thirty  fi-ut  liiglier  timn  tlie  site  of  tli'c 
Capitol. 

"The  Meridian  Hill  site  and  tlie  .■'loldiers'  Home 
grounds  site  are  on  main  axe.s  of  Hie  eity  plan.  They 
ari‘  suilahly  sittjaled  for  monuments  of  tlie  lirst  order. 


Itotli  sites  posses.s  i|iialities  ahscdiitAily  necessary  to  an 
mihiiin]HTed  expression  of  |>iirpi>se  in  tlie  inonimients 
on  llietn.  by  reason  of  their  indepeiideiiee  of  sumuind- 
iiig  imjHirlant  andiiteetiirnl  dietnies,  eoiisiderations,  or 
eoniparisons. 

"The  .'soliliei's'  Home  (irounda  site  posse.sses  (lie 
grand  i|iialities  of  isolation,  of  elevation,  of  nnlimiteil 
area  of  beautifully  tivrd  ]iarkiiig.  and  of  control  of  all 
Mirroumlings  all'eeting  it.  It  i.s  not  too  n-moti'ly  sit- 
uated and  is  easy  of  access.  It  i.s  in  Hie  author's 
o]ihiioii  a lueatioii  iii  the  biggest,  line.sl  sense  for  a 
gri-at  memorial,  and  the  linest  in  Washington  for  that 
]iui'jiose. 

"The  design  (for  Hu-  .Meiidiiiii  Hill  site  mi'niorial| 
culls  for  tln‘  |iurehase  of  land  and  the  razing  of  a 
building  to  tlie  west  of  Sixlcxmlli  Street.  It  provitlrs 
lor  a park  7.')0  x l.'-Oll  feet  on  the  crest  and  slope  of 
the  hill.  It  diverts  SixteeiiHi  Str.s-t  around  this  park 
anil  |ihires  the  memorial  in  the  renter  on  Hie  axis 
of  .Sixteenth  Street. 

" At  the  north  and  south  ends  of  this  park  are  open 
plazas  the  width  of  the  park.  From  these  plazas  rise 
steps  one  liuiidred  fi-el  wide  in  ierraees  to  a |iliitfoiin 
Kill  x ‘iOO  feet  at  an  elevation  of  (wo  Immlred  and  tifly 
feet,  or  well  above  the  eolnmns  of  the  Capitol  dome. 
On  this  ])la(fonii  is  placed  Ha-  tigui'c  of  Idm-nln. 
Ai'oiiml  the  ligiire  stands  a doiihle  reetaiigle  of  inomi- 
ineiital  sentinel  eolnmiis  iiieasiiring.  with  their  eii- 
talihUnres  and  covering,  sixly-foiir  feel  in  hciglil,  each 
eoliinm  measuring  eight  feet  in  diameter  atnl  forty 
fei-t  in  lieiglit." 

iPr.  Pope  (lien  dcserilics  Hie  plan  for  (he  Soldiers’ 
lloiiie  (Jroiiiids  site:  ''Oii  tlic  axis  of  North  Capitol 
Street,  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  one  Hnnisand  feet  from 


Michigan  Avi-nue,  and  apiiroached  from  it  hy  a court 
four  Immlred  feel  wide,  is  placed  u phitforni’  six  hun- 
dred feet  scjuare.  This  platform  rises  on  grass  ter- 
raee.s  to  a lieight  aliove  tlie  adjoining  tres's.  Tlie  pliit- 
lorm  has  an  elevation  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-live 
tret,  or  is  at  a lieiglil  well  uliove  llu-  columns  of  (he 
Capitol  dome.  In  the  renter  of  this,  and  slightly 
ruised  iiliove  the  terrare.  stands  the  ligiire  of  Lincoln. 
.Xi'onnd  him  stuiiil  iiioiiimieiital  sentimd  columns  in  the 
form  of  an  iireii<le  three  hundred  and  twenty  fi-et  in 
diameter,  and  with  the  eiilabtiilure  and  attic  measur- 
ing seventy  feet  in  height. 

■■  In  Hiis  ilesigii.  a-  well  ss  in  the  other,  there  is  no 
iirehiti'etural  feature  syitiliolieal  of  govennru-nlal  or 
other  .signilieancu  than  lliat  ol  hoiiiiige  as  a .setting 
to  till'  ligure  of  the  man. 

“The  design  i-all.s  for  a siiitiilde  dediration  over  the 
inaiu  -smith  isdiimiis,  nml  [irovide-.  a frir/e  on  the  in- 
side of  Hie  eourl  umutid  Hu-  Idnrolii  statue  for  u reeord 
of  Ills  words. ■’ 

Both  of  Mr.  I’ope's  de-igns  possess  a distilirlion 
ami  a dignity  wortliy  of  Hirir  siilijeet.  in  piutieiilar 
the  design  for  lliu  Soldiers’  lloiiie  Hroimds  site  memo- 
rial 1ms  a purity  of  eonrrptioii  that  would  make  it 
aiipi'opiialr  for  any  l<H-ation.  Mr.  Pope'.s  atlilnde 
toward  a niemorinl  to  Lineoln  is  somewlint  iliirereiit 
fiom  Mr.  Bacon’s.  .Mr.  Bacon  enelose.s  his  statue 
within  four  walls — an  olijeet  serliided  and  giianleil. 
There  seems  to  be  a gmieral  senlinient  among  those 
intere.sted  in  tlir  problem  that  the  public  will  he  more 
ill  .symjiathy  with  Mr.  i’ope  and  his  desire  to  sliow 
in  till-  open  his  l.iiirolii.  his  free,  great  Lineoln.  alone 
and  digiiilicd,  ns  an  example  to  all  Hie  people,  for  all 
the  people. 


